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ks When the Imre Nagy Government was in :owor, there was relative freedom

of expression in various fields of ar
its terror and ocontrol and the Party line changed.

wes in

istio 1ife, The State lessensd
The Oentral Com=

ang, every day, that newspaper published some satiric

mittee of the Hﬁggfriln Workers' Party openly oritioised its own faile

eriticism abous
to o

fiel

regime. As a result, the population felt encouraged

ﬁibieil. the régime, knowing there would be no oonsequences. This
new drroodom". naturally, had its effect on the Kungarian literary
[ ]

2. The fiflt ohange made was in the presidency of the Unien of Writers

when P
with the Communists, he had not been an officer in

ter Veres was eleoted president. A though Veres co=operated
he 8ov Army a8

was the Union's former president, the "Moscovite' Béla Ilida, The
Union of Writers realised that if lomethinsfwal not done quiockly to im-

prove Hungarian literature, it would be di

ioult to do so later. The

ublic did not even read the works of authors who followed the Party
ine as all such literature had merely oonsisted of worthless novels,
plays, and poems about the wonderful new soolalist life. There was 8o

mae

{rodudioo about these novels and plays that practiecally all mugh
materlal was bought only by libraries. Talented authors deliberately i

avoided an; eontemporary subjests and wrote oglg about the history of
[} et fo

Hungary. Pty orders and oriticism could n
thing whioh praised socialism,

ree them te write any-

3. To improve and to stimulate an interess in literature, three talented
suthors,. who had been ferbvidden to write for several years, were per=

mitted 5o write again, One of these writers, Ferenc

PoEeg, whom

Communist eritios oalled "the servant og the rul%ng classes during the

Horthy régime", died soon after he was forgiyen

and, thus, eould do
nothing for the rovement of literature. Jéssef lrd‘lyi

who had

been imprisoned after World War II for his pro=Nasi activisies and for
an anti-Semitio poem, was called back to the Unien of Writers because of
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his importance as, the founder of the campalgn for "folk poetry". The i
appearance of Erdelyi's first poems in important literary magazines y
oreated a wave of indignation but a still stronger 1nd1§pat§pnlyme ex- i
pressed after the;publication of a drama on PetSf1 by Ldszld Nemeth,

Németh and his work were even attacked by the Central Committee of the

Commun an extreme leftist reviewer. ] SOX1 4

_| the Natlonal Theater was on the point of re- i
celving permission to give a performance of Nemeth's latest drama about 50X1
Galileo,

4, The censorship office passed some writings which reflected the true
misery of soclalist life in Hungary. 1Issues of literary magazines whioch
oontained such novels or poems had such wide interest that the popula~ V
tion was willing to pay 100 or 200 times more for them than their aoctual
price, Realizing the danger caused by these works which depicted the
negative side of Communism, the Central Committee of the CP oonfiscated
these issues; once, even RZkosi, himself, personally intervened in such
& case, The November-December 1954 issue of Union of Writers' magazine
published several poems whigh openly expressed their authors' mistrust
and hatred of Communist life, The ohief editor of the magazine, L‘lll‘
Benjdmin, who became popular with the Party and unpopular among his
readers for his loud praise of Communist leaders and scolalism, was in
Mosoow at th} time this lssue was published, After the issue was
bznncd, BenJémin was blamed Eor boinglrolponuiblc for tnp literary riot.
Rékosi wanted to defend BenJamin by deolaring that BenJjdmin was not even
in Budapest; however, Benjamin to the responsidility s:yins that the
poems reflected his own idess. R kosi's defense of Benjémin was a sur-

rise %0 many because he had always been considered to be [ Puppot i;
he hands of the Communists., As a result of his "gonfession", BenJjamin
was discharged from his Job as chief editor,

5. Theaters whioh presented plays with oontemporary subjects had to fill
the theater's empty seats with so-called "sotton", i,e., university stu-
dents and workers who had been given free tickets to the first perform-
ances. On the cther hand, it was extremely difficult to obtain & tioket
for performances of olassical plays; for example, the Naticnal Theater
in Budapest sold out all tlockets three months in advance for perform-
anoes of "The Tragedy of Man" which had not bdeen shown for several ars
because it did ne adhere to %hc Party line. Some persons had predicted
before the first performance of this play that certain lines would pro-
bably be omitted; however,; the play was given in its entirety and nothing
was ohanged in the seript,

The population showed great interest in other olassical plays., During
19%4, six or seven Shakespeare, four Molidre, three Shaw; and several
other plays by Freneh, ingliah, German, and Russian glavwri hts were
performed in four Budapest theaters. The intense interest in theme plays
Was not only due t0 the laok of modern drasss in the theaters but decause
the performances were of a higher standard than ever before; the settings
were very ploturesque, stage munagcm&nt Was worked out to the smallest
detail, and the actors gave excellent performances, This was algo true
of operas which were given, In this gonnection, source elaims that one
of the few poeitive achie ements of Oommuniam ir QUNgary wag the faot
that workers were able to Loaquently /Atend the opera because the prige
of tickets was so reasonable, THEY® was such a growi g interest in

opera that the former Munieipal Theater in Budapest had to be taken over
a3 & second opera house.

+ Another example of freedom under the Imre Nagg Government was the Fifth
NKational Exhibition of Pine Arts whiech took piace in Budapest in January
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1955, Among the many paintings by impressionist, conventional, and -non-
Communist artists, there were also paintings by Gyula Hintz on exhibit,
Hintz had been a Nazi and had refused to paint on Party orders but,
finally, was permitted to exhibit his formalistic works. This was the
irst time in several years that art had won over the Party.

8. Hungarian film production, which was never very good, became worse
with the exception of some films made about nature or nhistory. Millions
of forints were spent on the productlon of films but these films were
not a success because they lacked both artistic and techniocal merit,
Theaters in Hunfary showed Soviet and Hungarian films but the theaters
were about to glose down for lack of customers., In 1954, Hungary be-
gan to import "progressive" films from the West and also showed old
films whioh had been bought a couple of years before but which had never
been shown. These "progressive” films were mostly French or Itallan
productions; among these films were four prlfive of Vittorio de Sica's
whioch were more than realistic in deploting the sinister aspects of
1ife in the West and, thus, served propaganda purposes in proving to
the Hungarians that even if there were some failures under the Commu-
nists, 1ife was still much better than life in the West,

9. The Party assured Hungarian artists a life with no materlal worries.
They were given beautiful houses or apartments and received very high
honors. Two or three former castles in the countryside were turned
over to these artists as 2 pPlace to stay for several months, free of
oharge, for oreating further works., In Budapest, luxurious work rooms
were set aside in the Parliament bullding where writers could work in
peace several days a week, ’

10, During 1954, radic broadocasts were alsc much better, There were fewer
propaganda programs and musical and literary features were of a fairly
high stendard. PFor the first time in several years, the Hungarian radio
broadcast programs of Gershwin's "Porgy and Bess" which, with other
Ameriocan music, had been previously banned,

50X1
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